
I:\C_L\CL.4237-Add.16.docx 

E

4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 
LONDON SE1 7SR 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

Circular Letter No.4237/Add.16 
18 November 2020 

To: All IMO Members 
Intergovernmental organizations 
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Republic of the Philippines 

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines has sent the attached communication, 
received on 16 November 2020, with the request that it be circulated by the Organization.  

*** 



 



Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY 

''-; '. : ·, 6 2020 

HIS EXCELLENCY KITACK LIM 

Secretary-General 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

4 Albert Embankment 

London SE 1 7SR 

Dear Excellency: 

The Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) of the Philippines extends its 

greetings to the Secretary General and the Secretariat of the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) and expresses its full support in your call to 

adopt practical and pragmatic approach to ensure uninterrupted flow of 

commerce by sea at this unprecedented time. 

It is noted that the IMO Secretary General, in his message to the member 

states implores that it is imperative that global trade must continue amidst the 

pandemic. The Member States, industry leaders, seafarer support 

organizations and other stakeholders should promote an understanding 

considering that the seafarers are key workers since the essential 

commodities are carried by sea. 

In view thereof, the MARINA has issued Advisories in order to address the 

challenges, hardships and sacrifices that seafarers have made to keep the 

global supply chain moving while helping the global population. 

Relative thereto, the Philippines, through the MARINA, respectfully requests 

the assistance of the IMO to bring this information to the attention of all 

concerned through circulation of the following MARINA Advisories: 

1. MARINA ADVISORY NO. 2020-08 RE: Guidance Concerning Filipino

Seafarers Onboard Vessels Affected by Restrictions in connection with

2019 NCoV Outbreak

2. MARINA ADVISORY NO. 2020-52 RE: Guiding Principles (Step-based

Approach) Developed by International Association of Classification
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Societies   (lACS)   regarding   Surveys   and   Renewals   of   Certificates
during the COVID-19 Pandemic

3.   MARINA   ADVISORY    NO.    2020-62    RE:    Joint    Circular   No.    01    -

Guidelines  for  the   Establishment  of  the   Philippines   Green   Lane  To
Facilitate  the  Speedy  and  Safe  Travels  of  Seafarers,   Including  their
Safe and Swift Disembarkation,  and Crew Change During the Covid-19
Pandemic

Rest  assured  that the  Philippines expresses  its  highest  cooperation  in  your
efforts to ensure continuous flow of commerce by sea amidst this pandemic.

With my highest esteem and warmest regards.

Very truly yours,

Attach.: A/S

SAM/SAGO
rROL NO:  OSS-CSMIDJ}179
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16 July 2020 

MARINA ADVISORY 
No. ______________ 
Series of 2020 

TO : All Concerned Government Agencies, Flag States, Port 
Control Authorities, Shipowners/Bareboat Charterers/ 
Ship Operators/Ship Managers/Ship Masters of 
Philippine-Registered Overseas Ships, Licensed 
Manning Agencies, Filipino Seafarers Onboard, Airlines 
and Other Concerned Entities 

SUBJECT : JOINT CIRCULAR No. 01 – Guidelines for the 
Establishment of the Philippines Green Lane to 
Facilitate the Speedy and Safe Travels of Seafarers, 
Including their Safe and Swift Disembarkation, and 
Crew Change During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues and noting the substantial 
challenges being faced by the global shipping industry to effect crew changes, the 
Philippines, through the cooperative and collective efforts of the following agencies 
– the Department of Justice and the Bureau of Immigration; the Department of
Labor and Employment (DOLE) and the Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration (POEA) and the Overseas Workers Welfare and Administration
(OWWA); the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and the Maritime Industry
Authority (MARINA), and the Manila International Airport Authority (MIAA); the
Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG); the Department of Health
(DOH) and the Bureau of Quarantine and the Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation (Philhealth); the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG); and the Department
of Foreign Affairs – has caused the issuance of Joint Circular No.1, providing
guidelines for the establishment of the Philippines Green Lane to facilitate the
speedy and safe travels of seafarers, including their safe and swift disembarkation,
and crew change during the COVID-19 pandemic.

2020-62
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Joint Circular No. 1 was issued to give attention to the recommended framework 
of protocols for ensuring safe ship crew changes and travel during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic under IMO Circular Letter No.4204/Add.14 and to recognize 
the vital importance of the seafarers to the maintenance of global supply chains. 

The copy of the said Joint Circular can be viewed and downloaded at 
https://marina.gov.ph/marina-advisory-flag-state-administration-advisory/.  

For the information and compliance of all concerned. 

VADM ROBERT A EMPEDRAD, AFP (Ret) 
Administrator 

Control No.: OSS-CSMID-0085 

___________
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